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Publishing Your Research 

• Publishing is a vital part for your academic  

career at all levels 

• Read the author guide of the journal 

• Follow the format and style of the journal 

• Make the flow of contents logical 

• Use active voice whenever possible 

• Use simple and proper English 
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Publishing Your Research 

• Define abbreviations at their first use 

• Do a spell and grammar check 

• Avoid plagiarism !!! 

• Proof-read you paper 

• Get you paper reviewed by colleagues in  

your field 

• Provide a comprehensive, up-to-date and  

critical assessment of previous research 
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Publishing Your Research 

• Cite an adequate number of latest  

references 

• Cite high-quality papers by others and do  

not over-cite your own work 

• Use referencing software tools 

• Your paper undergoes a review by the  

editorial board, followed by peer review 
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Where to & Where Not to Publish 

http://www.unisza.edu.my/perpustakaan/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=335&Itemid=362&lang=en 

X 
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Where to Publish 

• Free Journals/Paid Journals: 

– Not all journals have publication fees 

– Free journals can charge you for open access  

or printing color images 

• Before you start writing your paper, have  

in mind which journal you want to submit  

your work 

https://blogs.library.ucsf.edu/inplainsight/2011/10/07/tips-on-how-to-get-your-research-published/ 8 
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Where to Publish 

• Find the journal most appropriate to the  

research area of your paper and with  

highest impact factor 

• Publishers are providing tools to determine  

best suitable journal based on your  

abstract 
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Selection of Journal: Your Abstract 

http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/ 

Copyright © 2013 Elsevier B.V. 10 

http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
http://www.elsevier.com/
http://www.elsevier.com/
http://www.elsevier.com/


Selection of Journal: Your Abstract 

http://www.springer.com/gp/autho  

rs-editors/journal-author 

© Springer, Part of Springer 

Science+Business Media 

11 

http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author


http://road.issn.org/en 

Selection of Journal: Area/Subject 
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Selection of Journal: Journal Name 

http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/ 

© 2014 THOMSON REUTERS 13 

http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/
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Selection of Journal: Journal Name 

Scimago Lab, Copyright 2007-2014. Data Source: Scopus® 

SCImago. (2007). SJR — SCImago Journal & Country Rank. 

Retrieved October 25, 2014, from http://www.scimagojr.com 
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http://www.thomsonscientific.com/cgi-bin/jrnlst/jloptions.cgi?PC=D 

Selection of Journal: Subject 

© 2014 THOMSON REUTERS 15 
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Selection of Journal: Subject 

SCImago. (2007). SJR — SCImago Journal & Country Rank. 

Retrieved October 25, 2014, from http://www.scimagojr.com 

Scimago Lab, Copyright 2007-2014. Data Source: Scopus® 16 
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Citations 

• Citations are a reference to a source 

• Citation count is one indicator of the  

"academic impact" of the article 

• Citation Indexes 

– Web of Science (by Thomson Reuters) 

– Scopus (by Elsevier) 

– Google Scholar (by Google) 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/research/bibliometrics/ 
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Journal Impact Factors 

• Thomson Reuters publishes the Journal  

Citation Reports® every year 

• Impact Factor represents the average  

number of citations in a year given to  

those papers in a journal that were  

published during the two preceding years 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/research/bibliometrics/ 
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© Copyrights 2014  

Powered by Citefactor.org 

Journal Impact Factors 
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http://plus.google.com/+citefactororg


Journal Selection: Scopus Indexed 

http://www.elsevier.com/ data/assets/excel_doc/0003/148548/title_list.xlsx 20 
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http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/publist_ah.pdf 

Selection of Journal: ISI Indexed 

© 2014 THOMSON REUTERS 21 
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http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/publist_ssci.pdf 

Selection of Journal: ISI Indexed 

© 2014 THOMSON REUTERS 22 
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Selection of Journal: ISI Indexed 

http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/publist_sciex.pdf 

© 2014 THOMSON REUTERS 23 
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Types of Journal Publications 
• Original Research Articles 

• Rapid Communications 

– Urgent reporting of research findings 

• Reviews 

– State-of-the-art narratives on a research topic 

• Research Highlights 

– Short collection of bullet points to convey  

core findings 

• Letters to the Editor 

• Case Reports 24 



Writing a Typical Journal Paper 

• Title 

• Abstract 

• Introduction 

• Materials &  

Methods 

• Results 

• Discussion 

• Conclusions 

• Acknowledgement 

• References 
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Title 

• Selling point of your paper 

• Should accurately, concisely, and clearly  

reflect research work of your paper 

• Should be catchy 

• Choose words that will make your paper  

show up in searches relevant to your  

research work 
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Abstract 

• Short summary of your entire paper 

• Should briefly present the contents of the  

whole paper 

• Should be self-contained 

• Starting sentence should be well written 

• Typically written in a paragraph 

• Last written section of your paper 
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Structured Abstract 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Purpose:  

  Methods: 

  Results: 

  Conclusions: 

 

             Note: Usually 250 words 
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Introduction 

• Crucial section of a paper 

• Discuss 

– Significance of problem 

– Background 

– Context and rationale for the current work 

– Hypotheses used in the work 
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Introduction 

• What is done in the current work 

– Summarize your methods 

– Include concise outlook of results 

• Include adequate number of 

– Recent references 

– High quality references 
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Materials & Methods 

• Provides specific details of how the  

research was conducted 

• Provide details of 

– Materials (chemicals, cell, animals, etc.) 

– Equipment 

– Methods 
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Materials & Methods 

• Should be clear and concise 

• Should allow reader to repeat the  

experiments and reproduce the results 

• Should be written in past tense 
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Results 

• Heart of the paper 

• Should describe the outcomes of the  

current research 

• Present data in a logical format 

• Graphs are better than tables 
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Results 

• Illustrations and graphics should be legible  

and self-explanatory 

• Captions should be appropriate, clear, and  

concise 

• Avoid presenting raw data unless  

necessary to make a point 
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Discussion 

• Interpretations and implications of your  

results 

• Broader perspective of results 

• Do not repeat results section 

• Should be relevant, clear, and concise 

• Should relate 

– The different results 

– Results with initial hypothesis 

• Difficult section to write 
35 



Conclusions 

• Crucial section of a paper 

• Places the current research in context 

• Presents 

– Main scientific contributions of the work 

– Broader perspective of the results 

– Ideas for future work 

• Avoid repetitions from results & discussion 

• Higher level of analysis compared to  

discussion 
36 



Acknowledgments 

• Acknowledge funding agencies 

• Provide proper credit to those not listed as  

authors, but helped you 

• Acknowledge special gifts/donations of  

materials used 
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References 

• Use the journal format 

– referencing software can be of great help 

• Check references for appropriateness and  

accuracy 

• DO NOT misquote 

• DO NOT over cite or be frugal in  

referencing 

• DO NOT over cite your own work 
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Free Referencing software 

https://www.zotero.org/ 

http://www.mendeley.com/  

http://www.qiqqa.com/ 

………..  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_r 

eference_management_software 
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Avoid Plagiarism 

• DO NOT copy whole paragraphs 

• DO NOT copy whole sentences 

• Rewrite in your own words 

• Online Plagiarism Checkers 

– www.plagscan.com/seesources/analyse.php 

– www.paperrater.com/plagiarism_checker 

– www.plagtracker.com/upload/ 
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http://scholar.google.com/ 

 
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplore/ 

http://www.scopus.com/home.url  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed 

Literature Search Resources 
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http://highwire.stanford.edu/lists/freeart.dtl 

 
http://www.jstor.org/ 

http://www.ojose.com/  

http://www.springer.com/ 

Literature Search Resources 
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Literature Search Resources 

http://books.google.com/ 

 
http://erep.unisza.edu.my/ 

 

http://172.17.18.109/ecap  

http://www.perpustakaan.unisza.edu.my/index.php 

?lang=en 
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http://www.unisza.edu.my/perpustakaan/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=334&Itemid=361&la 

ng=en#fbk 

Electronic Databases @ UniSZA 
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http://www.unisza.edu.my/perpustakaan/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=112&Ite  

mid=181&lang=en#page-1 

Electronic Databases @ UniSZA 
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mid=181&lang=en#page-1 

Electronic Databases @ UniSZA 
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http://www.unisza.edu.my/perpustakaan/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=112&Itemid=181  

&lang=en#page-2 

Electronic Databases @ UniSZA 
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Electronic Databases @ UniSZA 

http://www.unisza.edu.my/perpustakaan/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=112&Itemid=181&lang=en  
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Additional Resources 
• http://pubs.acs.org/page/publish-research/episode-1.html 

• http://www.lib4ri.ch/files/2014_07_oa_journals_scie.xls 

• http://doaj.org/ 

• www.dovepress.com 

• http://www.elsevier.com/ data/assets/pdf_file/0005/11644  

7/how-to-write-a-world-class-paper.pdf 

• http://taiwan.elsevier.com/htmlmailings/AuthorWorkshop-  

SP-PPT-Sep%2009.pdf 

• http://www.utsa.edu/lrsg/Teaching/GEO6011/HowToWriteP  

aper.pdf 

• http://lib.semi.ac.cn/tshg/pxjs/How%20to%20Write%20a%2  

0World%20Class%20Paper%20(THEORETICAL).pdf 
49 
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Additional Resources 
• http://informahealthcare.com/doi/abs/10.1185/03007995.20  

10.499344 

• http://library.ufs.ac.za/dl/userfiles/Documents/00000/512_e  

ng.pdf 

• http://pubs.acs.org/bio/ACS-Guide-Writing-Manuscripts-for-  

the-Digital-Age.pdf 

• https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/research/training/ 

• https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/research/bibliometrics/ 

• http://books.google.com.my/books?isbn=1107670748 

• http://books.google.com/books?isbn=1846194083 

• http://books.google.com/books?isbn=1409485439 
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Additional Resources 
• www.jlakes.org/web/Elsevier-trainingcn-sciencewriting.pdf 

• http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3178846/pdf 

/yjbm_84_3_181.pdf 

• http://www.elsevier.com/  data/assets/pdf_file/0019/11183  

5/charting-a-course-for-a-successful-research-career.pdf 

• http://www.elsevier.com/ data/assets/pdf_file/0020/13181  

6/author_info_pack_2013_A4_sept_web.pdf 

• www.rin.ac.uk/peer-review-guide 
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